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1. RECEIPT OF ASSIGNMENT 

On Thursday, June 18, 2026, Investigator Sato #105899, Sr. Investigator Alvarez #73595, Battalion Chief 
Raymond #317748, and I, Investigator Prado #390162, were working Special Investigations of the Los 
Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) Arson Counter Terrorism Section.  At approximately 1100 hours, we 
were dispatched to investigate a structure fire at a cold storage facility, located at 1400 South Los Palos 
Street, Los Angeles, CA 90023, at the request of LAFD Incident Commander, Battalion Chief Gross 
#71220. LAFD Incident #202606171811. 

 

2. SCOPE OF WORK & PROBLEM STATEMENT 

OBJECTIVE - The objective of the investigation detailed in this report was to establish the origin and 
cause of the fire that occurred at the specified location on the specified date and time. This report is 
intended to document those investigative efforts and the origin and cause analysis. It should be noted 
that this report does not, nor was it intended to, contain every investigative detail considered as part of 
the origin and cause analysis. Rather, this report highlights and summarizes only the information and 
evidence available to the investigators which is believed to be most significant to the origin and cause 
analysis. Additional details may be available from the participating agencies and organizations involved 
in the investigation of this incident. 

SCENE PROCESSING & METHODOLOGY - A systematic approach was used in the scene investigation. 
Specifically, investigators conducted comparison examinations of areas of less damage to areas of 
greater damage with an emphasis on recognition, identification, and analysis of fire patterns. The 
investigation progressed from the exterior to the interior of the structure. The following data and 
information of significance were collected during this investigation. 

The fire scene examination was conducted using the Scientific Method, the basic method of fire 
investigation, as well as a Systematic Approach to determine the origin and cause of the fire. The 
approach and method used have both been subjected to peer review by the consensus committee of the 
2024 edition of NFPA 921, "A Guide for Fire and Explosion Investigation," as well as the 2022 edition of 
NFPA 1033, "Professional Qualifications for Fire Investigators." 

 

3. INCIDENT SYNOPSIS 

On Wednesday, June 17, 2026, at approximately 1436 hours, Los Angeles Fire Department resources 
responded to a structure fire at 1400 South Los Palos Street. The involved structure was a large 
commercial warehouse, approximately 700’ x 700’, with reports of fire on the solar panel-covered roof. 
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The resulting fire caused extensive damage to approximately 50% of the building and ultimately 100% of 
the contents. The fire burned for multiple days with continued firefighting operations until 
extinguishment. At the conclusion of the investigation, the cause of this fire is undetermined. The most 
probable cause of the fire is an unknown electrical event. 

 

4. SAFETY ASSESSMENT 

Fire investigators checked in with the Incident Commander to verify the scene was safe to enter. After an 
assessment of the fire scene, air quality and all other current hazards were observed. The appropriate 
personal protective equipment was donned and the investigation ensued. 

The LAFD Hazardous Materials (HazMat) team entered portions of the building and the surrounding 
outdoor areas to monitor for the following gases: Oxygen, Carbon Monoxide, Carbon Dioxide, 
combustible gases, Hydrogen Cyanide, Hydrogen Sulfide, Volatile Organic Compounds, and Ammonia 
(due to the known presence of this chemical) According to LAFD JHAT-HazMat/CBRNE Coordinator 
Captain II Thompson #292150, all readings taken were within normal limits for a common structure fire, 
with no Ammonia detected. 

 

5. WEATHER INFORMATION 

Source of information: OpenWeather 

Date and time of data collection: 06/17/2026 at 14:36 hours 

Temperature: 77.09 °F 

Humidity: 62% 

Wind direction: SSW at 207° 

Wind speed: 8.55 mph 

Skies: Few clouds 

 

6. STRUCTURE DETAILS 

The involved structure was a Type I Fire Resistive, one-story storage occupancy. The structure was 
approximately 700 ft wide and 700 ft in length with an estimated total area of 490,000 sq. ft.  The roof 
was flat-style with roofing material consisting of corrugated metal with rigid insulation overlay and TPO 



 

Structure Fire 
1400 Los Palos Street, Los Angeles, CA, 90023 

Date of Loss: June 17, 2026 

 

 
Case #: 202606171811 
Primary Investigator: Samantha Prado 
Date of Fire: June 17, 2026 

Classification: Undetermined Page 5 of 14 
 

 

waterproofing. The exterior siding was made of vinyl and aluminum siding material, and the foundation 
consisted of concrete.  The building is a cold storage facility equipped with loading docks (Alpha side), 
office space on the Alpha/Bravo corner and Alpha/ Delta corner; there are two freezer areas separated 
by a divisional wall. Each freezer is approximately 210,000 sq. ft.  

For this report, the building facing Noakes will be referred to as the "Alpha” side. Los Palos Street will be 
referred to as the "Bravo" side, Union Pacific Avenue will be referred to as the "Charlie" side and Indiana 
Avenue will be referred to as the  "Delta" side.  

 

 

7. EXPOSURES 

There were no fire exposures associated with this fire event. 

 

8. PHOTOGRAPHERS 

During the origin and cause examination, digital photographs were taken to document the investigation 

Exhibit A 
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and findings. The photographs taken are a true and accurate representation of the relevant facts 
gathered throughout the investigation. A total of 1034 photographs were taken. 

The following investigator(s) are responsible for the photography documentation. 

Photographer 1 

   Name: Investigator Sato 

   Photograph Type: Additional Scene Photos 

   Number of Photos: 221 

 
Photographer 2 

   Name: Forensic Photographer Garvin 

   Photograph Type: Scene Photos 

   Number of Photos: 813 

 

9. VIDEO SURVEILLANCE 

Sources: 

1. 911 caller (see interviews) 

 Provided video and photos on June 17, 2026 

2. Civilian  

 Provided aerial footage of the fire incident on June 17, 2026. 

3. Clean Harbors Emergency Response and Crisis Management 

 Provided aerial drone footage exterior and interior beginning July 8, 2026. 

4. Lineage 

 Provided CCTV footage of building cameras covering the interior and exterior. 

5. LAFD JHAT UAS Coordinator 

 Provided aerial footage of the fire incident beginning on June 17, 2026. 
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EXTERIOR: 

June 17, 2026: 

 1436 hours: video taken by 911 caller from La Puerta observing the Charlie side: Union Pacific 
Avenue. (Source 1) 

 1446 hours: video taken by 911 caller from La Puerta observing the Charlie side: Union Pacific 
Avenue. I observed flames from the rooftop in Grid 2.  (Source 1) 

UAV FOOTAGE REVIEW 

 1457 hours: I observed heavy fire and smoke from Solar Panel Grid 2 on the Charlie side. The fire 
was producing thick black smoke heading northeast with the wind. LAFD Aerial ladders were 
deployed to the roof, with firefighters making access on the roof. (Source 2) 

 1502 hours: I observed firefighting lines in operation putting water on the fire in Grid 2. I 
observed active fire on the edge of the area of origin. (Source 2) 

 1508 hours: I observed the fire in Grid 2 and Grid 3 almost completely extinguished with 
firefighting crew utilizing handlines. (Source 2) 

 1514 hours: I observed heavy fire and smoke in Grids 3,4 and 7. (Source 2) 

INTERIOR: 

July 8, 2026 

UAV FOOTAGE REVIEW 

Freezer 1: 

 At the top of the storage shelves, I observed sooting. The upper portion of the interior Bravo side 
wall showed discoloration.  I did not observe structural damage to the walls or shelving units. 
(Source 3) 

Freezer 2: 

 I observed the greatest amount of fire damage in the upper portions of Freezer 2. (Source 3) 

 

10. ELECTRICAL MAIN UTILITIES 

The electrical supply for the structure was located on the Alpha/Delta side of the property. It is supplied 
from a service lateral from a pad-mounted transformer arriving at a meter base also located on the 
Alpha/Delta side of the property. The electrical service was provided by the Department of Water and 
Power, and the facility was energized and operational at the time of the fire. During fire suppression 
efforts, DWP de-energized the building at the request of the incident commander. 
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11. SOLAR SYSTEM 

The structure utilizes a solar panel array, which is a grid-tied system when operational. It feeds the utility, 
which is the Department of Water and Power. 

The roof was equipped with approximately 12,400 solar panels installed in multiple rows across the roof 
surface. 

12. ALARM SYSTEMS 

The on-site alarm system was found operational at the time of the incident. The classification of this 
system was as follows: 

 Audible 
 Alarm activation notification 

13. WATER UTILITIES 

The structure had an active domestic water supply at the time of the incident. 

14. WITNESS INTERVIEWS 

Civilian 1 
Role in incident: Witness 
Name: Maria Jauregui 
Contact Number:  
Home Address:  
Observations/Action: 
I spoke to Jauregui telephonically. She was the original 911 caller. She stated that a neighbor began 
screaming that there was smoke coming from the warehouse roof. Jauregui was across the street at 

 when she called 911 at 1435 hours and stated that the company was on fire and 
fire was coming out of the roof. Jauregui also provided video footage which shows smoke and fire emit-
ting from the roof on the Union Pacific Avenue side. 
 
Civilian 2 
Role in incident: Employee 
Lineage-Facilities Maintenance Manager 
Name: Cynthia Fernandez 
Contact Number:  
Email:  
Work Address: 1400 Los Palos Street, Los Angeles, CA, 90023 
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Observations/Action: 
On June 22, I spoke to Fernandez in person. Fernandez is the Facilities Maintenance Manager overseeing 
all visitors on the property. She stated that on June 17, 2026, four (4) technicians from Pearce-
Renewables, including Terez Edmonds, checked in at approximately 0600–0630 hours. I was not provid-
ed with a copy of the sign-in sheet. At 1433 hours, Fernandez received a call from Erica Carbajal, QA Su-
pervisor, stating Edmonds had called from the roof to report a fire. Fernandez called Edmonds to con-
firm there was a fire on the roof, then called 911. 
 
On June 29, I spoke to Fernandez, and she confirmed there were a total of four (4) workers from Pearce-
Renewables, naming only Terez Edmonds, on the morning of June 17, 2026. One technician left for an-
other job site, leaving three (3), including Edmonds, on the roof. Fernandez stated that once Edmonds 
exited the roof, he spoke to her about the fire. Edmonds stated he was scared when the fire broke out 
and tried to put it out, but then there were spot fires all around. Fernandez called to check on Edmonds 
a few days after the fire originated, and he was no longer taking calls. 
 
Civilian 3 
Role in incident: Employee 
Lineage-Electrical Engineer 
Name: Paul Scott 
Contact Number:  
Email:  
Work Address: 1400 Los Palos Street, Los Angeles, CA, 90023 
Observations/Action: 
On June 22, 2026, at approximately 1202 hours, I spoke with Scott on scene. Scott is the Lineage Super-
visor responsible for verifying the operational safety of the solar panels before being placed into service. 
Scott was out of state at the time the fire broke out. He received a phone call at approximately 0230 
hours on June 18, 2026, and arrived on scene approximately 10 hours later. 
 
Scott stated that Pearce-Renewables has been working on the solar equipment for months, making re-
pairs to the system after a fire occurred on the solar panels in 2024. 
 
Scott stated that he gave Pearce-Renewables a prescription called the "Playbook." It outlines all the ex-
pectations and requirements to put a solar system on the building. Scott's responsibility is to perform a 
quality assurance check at different stages of the installation. The tests include, but are not limited to, 
Megger testing (testing the insulation), ground testing, and open circuit testing. Because the safety 
checks and walk-through were not scheduled until the week beginning on June 22, no tests were per-
formed, and solar power was not yet supposed to be going to the grid. 
 
Scott states that neither he nor Lineage has access to the system (SCADA—Supervisory Control and Data 
Acquisition) that provides data on whether the system is running to properly charge their customers. 
Scott further states that Lineage has no way of knowing whether Pearce-Renewables is following the 
Playbook as they assemble the system and pre-commission it. It is possible that Pearce-Renewables was 
sending power to the grid prior to commissioning the panels, but because he had not yet met with the 
lead engineer, he never got a chance to see if they were following the protocol. 



 

Structure Fire 
1400 Los Palos Street, Los Angeles, CA, 90023 

Date of Loss: June 17, 2026 

 

 
Case #: 202606171811 
Primary Investigator: Samantha Prado 
Date of Fire: June 17, 2026 

Classification: Undetermined Page 10 of 14 
 

 

 
Civilian 4 
Role in incident: Employee 
Pearce Services-Health, Safety, Environment Department 
Name: Dorothy "Dee" Rurak 
Contact Number  
Email:  
Work Address:  
Observations/Action: 
On June 30, 2026, I received a call from Rurak stating it was on behalf of Terez Edmonds, Technician III 
for Pearce Renewables, who was on the roof when the fire broke out, asked Rurak to call me back on his 
behalf. Edmonds would not return my call. Rurak stated that according to Edmonds, he was on the roof 
with two (2) additional technicians. Their location was close to the center of the roof, working in Grids 
11 and 12, when he saw smoke coming from Grid 2. Edmonds then made his way to the fire location and 
observed fire coming from underneath the panel from the middle of Grid 2 and also observed one panel 
had melted. He used a fire extinguisher in an attempt to extinguish the fire and observed additional fires 
spotting in close proximity. Edmonds then called QA Supervisor Carbajal to report the fire. 
 
Civilian 5 
Role in incident: Employee 
Name: Erica Carbajal 
Lineage-Quality Assurance Supervisor 
Email:  
Work Address: 1400 Los Palos Street, Los Angeles, CA, 90023 
Observations/Action: 
I spoke to Carbajal telephonically. She was on site at the time of the fire and, at approximately 1432 
hours, received a call from Terez Edmonds, a Pearce-Renewables technician, stating there was a fire on 
the roof and to grab fire extinguishers. Carbajal immediately called the facilities manager, Fernandez, 
and radioed the warehouse to warn employees of the fire. Carbajal stated that, according to Edmonds, 
they were on the roof performing "fire watch" and a fire broke out. 
 
Civilian 6 
Role in incident: Employee 
Lineage-Regional Maintenance Manager 
Name: Gary Griffs 
Email  
Work Address: 1400 Los Palos Street, Los Angeles, CA, 90023 
Observations/Action: 
Griffs walked us through the ammonia system from the exterior tanks to the pipeline into the freezers. 

15. EXTERIOR EXAMINATION 

On Thursday, June 18th, 2026, upon arrival on scene, arson investigators had limited access to the 
building due to ongoing firefighting operations. At the same time, Hazardous Materials Specialists were 
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conducting their safety assessments (See 4. Safety Assessment) 

During my initial exterior observations, I noted smoke emitting from the rooftop in the Charlie and Delta 
areas of the building.  No additional exterior conditions were observed from my vantage point during the 
initial investigation. 

On Monday, June 29th, 2026, Arson Investigators McLoud #42232, Gaeta #73614, Sato #105899, 
Williams 78152 #, Johnson 340866 #, Captain I Reyna # 69346, Battalion Chief Raymond #  317748, and I, 
Investigator Prado #390162, were given access to the building for a walk-through inspection. I took a 
systematic approach to the exterior examination of the building. I  began from the Bravo side of the 
structure and worked in a counterclockwise direction, documenting the exterior of the structure. There 
was no sign of fire involvement on the Bravo side. The loading docks were located on the Alpha side of 
the building and I did not observe any fire damage from the exterior. The Delta side had been stripped of 
its corrugated metal siding for fire suppression efforts and preparation for removal of contents. The east 
portion of the Charlie side was stripped of the exterior corrugated metal by an excavator. An inverted V-
shaped fire pattern was observed on the upper portion of the metal structural post.  

Access to the roof was gained from the exterior on the Bravo side of the structure. Upon accessing the 
roof, I observed no evidence of fire damage to the Bravo or Alpha portions of the rooftop. The roof was 
equipped with approximately 12,400 solar panels installed in multiple rows across the roof surface. For 
documentation and reference purposes, the roof was divided into sixteen (16) Grids. Grid 1 was 
designated at the northwest corner, adjacent to Los Palos and Union Pacific Avenue, and Grid 16 was 
designated at the southeast corner, adjacent to Indiana Street and Noakes. (see Exhibit A) 

Our path of travel began from the Bravo side of the roof and proceeded northeast toward the area 
identified as Grid 2. As I approached Grid 2, I observed burn patterns consistent with the smoke and fire 
conditions documented on June 18th. The fire patterns indicated fire spread in both the northeast and 
southeast directions from this area. Within Grid 2, I observed approximately half of the solar panels 
consumed by fire. Towards the center of Grid 2, I observed an area that suffered the most mass loss. 

In the vicinity of Grid 2, I observed several portable fire extinguishers. One extinguisher had its safety pin 
in place, indicating it had not been discharged, while several other extinguishers appeared to have been 
fully discharged or partially expended. 

The most significant fire damage to the roof was concentrated on the east side of the structure, running 
from north to south. Approximately fifty percent (50%) of the roof structure had collapsed, limiting 
further examination of portions of the roof. 

On July 24, 2026, I met Lineage Regional Maintenance Manager, Gary Griffs for a walk-through of the 
ammonia system.  
 
Based on the information gathered during this investigation and the scene examination, I was able to 
determine the area of origin to be located within Grid 2. 
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16. INTERIOR EXAMINATION 

Entrance to the interior of the structure was made through the loading docks located on the Alpha side 
of the structure. At this point in the examination, there were no signs of forcible entry observed. 

Utilizing a systematic approach, working from areas of least damage to the area of greatest fire damage, 
the determination has been made that Freezer 1, the office space, and the interior loading dock 
preparation area are non-areas of origin and are considered exposure rooms within the structure. The 
exposure rooms exhibited fire patterns consistent with radiant energy, resulting in the deposition of 
black carbon particles (soot). These patterns support the conclusion that fire extended from the area of 
origin into the identified exposure areas. 

Significant findings observed during the interior examination and investigation: 

 This building is equipped with two freezer areas (Freezers 1 and 2) separated by a division wall. 
Each freezer is approximately 210,000 square feet. The building has exceptionally high ceilings, 
reaching approximately 50 feet or higher.  

 The entire area of Freezer 2 was damaged by fire in varying degrees. The majority of the damage 
was observed to the upper shelves, indicating that the path of fire travel was from the top down. 

 

17. AREA(S) OF FIRE ORIGIN 

By systematically examining the structure from the least damaged to the most heavily damaged areas, 
the area of origin was determined to be the roof. 

The fire, heat, and smoke patterns from within this area indicated the fire had reached the Growth stage 
of fire development. 

The fire originated on the roof in Grid 2 on the Charlie side of the building. 

18. IGNITION & FUEL SOURCES 

During the investigation, accidental ignition sources such as improperly discarded smoking material and 
items or devices capable of producing or sustaining an open flame were searched for; no evidence was 
found. 

Multiple electrical components and heat source(s) within the area of origin have been identified, 
including but not limited to solar panels and other electrical components. 

After examination of the area, the following were unable to be ruled out: 
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Solar panels and their connected components. 

 

19. EVIDENCE COLLECTED 

There was no evidence collected for this fire event. 

 

20. IGNITION SEQUENCE/HYPOTHESIS 

The most probable ignition sequence was an unknown electrical event that occurred within Grid 2. That 
event produced enough heat to ignite ordinary combustibles in or around the involved area. These 
combustibles could be, but are not limited to, the solar panel materials, roofing materials, or other 
equipment components. 

 

21. FIRE CAUSE CLASSIFICATION 

Due to the complexity of the solar panel system, its associated electrical equipment, and the 
maintenance activities being performed at the time of the fire, I am not able to eliminate them as the 
potential cause of the fire. So, based on the physical evidence, interviews, scene observations, fire burn 
patterns, video footage, and information obtained throughout the investigation, it is my opinion that the 
area of origin was located on the roof within Grid 2. The cause of this fire will be listed as Undetermined.  

 
This report has been reviewed for conformance with accepted and tested scene processing 
methodology. Additionally, it has been reviewed for both form and content and agrees with or exceeds 
the recommendations of published materials and standards relating to the reporting of scientific 
information outlined in publications such as those published by the NFPA and ASTM. 

 
The data contained in this investigation is true and accurate based on the information available at the 
time it was written. Findings, opinions, and conclusions may change if additional data collected is 
discovered after this report was authored. 

 
Should additional data become available after this report was generated, the Los Angeles City Fire 
Department reserves the right to evaluate new information and adjust stated opinions as needed or 
dictated by industry standards and guidelines such as NFPA 921 or ASTM standards. 
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Artificial Intelligence Assistance Disclosure 

This report may contain content generated or assisted by Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools. 

The investigator is responsible for reviewing and validating all information, conclusions, and findings 
contained herein. 

AI-generated content may not always be accurate or complete. 

Use professional judgment and verify as appropriate. 




































































